Hearing and vocalizations of wild-caught Australian budgerigars (Melopsittacus undulatus).
This study examined the hearing and contact calls of wild-caught Australian budgerigars (Melopsittacus undulatus) and compared these data to hearing and vocalizations in the much more extensively studied domesticated budgerigar. The spectral energy in the contact calls of both wild-caught and domesticated budgerigars falls almost exclusively in the frequency of 2-4 kHz. Absolute and masked thresholds were similar in both groups of birds. Similar to the results found in domesticated birds, critical ratio functions for the wild-caught budgerigars decreased at frequencies of 1.0 kHz-2.86 kHz and then increased again dramatically at frequencies above 2.86 kHz.